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Modi pralse for VSSUT’s. s
young ‘rocket scientists’

Hemanta.Pradhan
@timesgroup.com

Bhubaneswar: It was a mo-
ment under the sun for around
s0studentsof the Veer Surend-
ra Sai University of Technolo-
gy (VSSUT), Burla, who ear-
ned praise from Prime Mini-
ster Narendra Modi for their
role in sending research rock-
ets to space during the Janua-
ry 24 Kalamsat launch. Modi,
during Sunday’s Mann Ki Ba-
at radio programme, highligh-
ted the work done by these yo-
ung achievers. “On January
24, Kalamsat fashioned by our
students had been launched.
The Sounding Rockets made
by Odisha university students
have also created many re-
cords,” Modisaid.

Sounding Rockets, also
known as research rockets,
carry scientific instruments
into space. There are some re-
gions in space which are too
low for satellites to carry out
research and these rockets are
used for such work in low alti-
tude. Its scientific payload can
be positioned fora period rang-

ing five to 20 minutes in space.

Idea Club, a group of stu-
dents from different depart-
ments of VSSUT, worked on
the rocket along with the laun-
ching vehicle. The university
claimed it is India's first indi-
genously built multi-purpose
rocket developed and laun-
ched by a student club.

A tableau with a rocket on display
at the Republic Day parade in
Bhubaneswar on Saturday

Atal Chaudhuri, vice
chancellorof VSSUT, said cre-
dit for this goes to the students
of the university:

“Though the Prime Mini-
ster has not taken our univer-
sity’s name, but it is a clear in-
dication of our work,” Chaud-
hurisaid.

He added that a team of In-

dian Space Research Organi-

sation(ISRO)scientists had vi- :

sited the university on Decem- :
ber 19 and showed interest to :
setupan incubation centre he- :

re. “We are so happy that ISRO

has taken interest in our stu- :
dents’ work. Even the state go-
vernment hashelpedusalotin :
thisendeavour,” hesaid. :

Harish Kumar Sahoo, an

associate professor and vice- :

chairman of Technical Socie- :

ties of the university, said so- :

me students had been wor- :

Kingonbuilding a small rock- :

et in their hostel room some :

four vears back. “Theytookit :

to the next level with the help :
of the university’s alumni. :
Later, the university also hel- :
ped them. Now around 50 stu- :
dents are part of the cluband :
working on this project,” Sa- :
hoo said.

Apurwa Masook, a mem- :

ber of IdeaClub,saidheand 10 :

othermembersof theclubhad :
attended a twomonth sum- :
mer internship and project |
work at ISRO’s Space Applica- :
tions Centre in Ahmedabad, :
and learnt many things regar- :
ding the rocket's make and :

launch.



